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Claims I-I8 are cancelled. Claims 19-37 are pending and were restricted as follows tinder 
35USG§12i: 

J. C'laims 19-3 1 arc said to be drawn lo a method of making a molded preform, 
j[. Clamis 32 arc said to be drawn "'^ a t v>!ood j/rwfo-n, 
in. Claims 3 arv said to be dravw to a mciiiod of making an exhaust s>.stet>i 
component 

IV. Claim 36 is said to be drawn to an exhaust system component 

V. Claim 37 is said to be dravm to an exhaust system. 

Elgc^lQa 

hi response, Appiicani^ t'loct Group I (Claims 19-31). with traverse Reconsideration and 
withdrawal or modification of tiie restriction requifement is respectfulh requested. 
In suppoil of the iestiiction/the QtEce Action states: 

I he m\ cr^onb U&tcc' <' ' ^ ion t elate to a smgle general inventive concept 

under iX ^ Rule 13 X i\. . ^ s'' ] Rule 13 2. they lack the same or corresponding 
special tccmvcal featu.cs tos tao following reasons 

The special tecbnieal features common to e very group are: the steps of making a 
molded preform for use in an exhaust system, proMdmg a slurry of glass fiber 
insul.ition rr.neral prox ^dtng a n^old iouv a moklod fre'on^,. proc<.sert;' the 
4 inv foim tne .noJed p'-t.^>'T!- a renosit ^ oni Iht- s . o5\j. 

\^ater renio\a! system K.mitsson(US 5,766,5-^' ) cxphcitlv d'sc oscs 'liese btcpt? 
i^See Figs. 1-10, CoL 1, Ime 40 « Col 2, ime 45; Col. 3, hne 8 - Coi. 4, line 45: 
Col. ll. lihes:35-63; Glaims 1-20). 

it IS respectfully subtmtted that the inventions listed as Groups d.^ c.::.:o t^^ ^vjg'c 
general in%'ealive concept nnder PCI Rule 13 1, because all of the claims are directly or 
mdiieciK dependent upon claim 19 aiid claim 19 does recite at bast one special technical feature 
lhat IS not taugnt by knutsson. 

In aLCs\^.vcc "vith tnc . acnr ' ^ ^-^wm apjl.(.a* on >. ix ppeo g! js-- ^"iDfrii?, kuJt-i 
rratci ^> r'^d ^^ate? axe „ \„ g logo^boi *o ioim a 'm T'.e rc^u'l^ >in s i.ets i.'s<^pc>scd v. 
a mold, constructed to form a molded pretonn. In constrast. .Knutsson does not d:scif se ''pRH.drr^' 
a slurry of insulation matenal"', as ongmallv recced m claun 19 KnutSvSon discloses feeding a 
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continuous length of glass fiber strand materia! S. simulliineoUvSly wiUi binder material and water, 
into a perforated mold 20 ^^oc Figs and 10. and coi. 10, line 28 through col 12. .ii^c In 
pasticuiar. the cominuoir kngtli of giajis fiber strand materia! 5 is fed into the iecd ap-v.raLu:> SOO 
ihroUiili tLs; .Ibci fcecmu p.;rnou 502 at the entrance to appm-atas 500 ^sct; Fig. 10 and coi :(', 
iineis ? 1-40). The binder is fed into apparatus 500 through the feeding tube Sib oi'bmder feeding 
portion 506. which forms the outlet 501 of apparatus 500 (see col. I U Hnes 20-28). ITie water is 
fed >nto appjtatds 500 through a ?epai-ate feeding tube 518, which is also near the outlet 501 of 
a}-pci! 5M) iscc 'col ' I . Lnes Zjs-'^?) The continuous length offibcr strand material 5 is cut to 
d cesj-ed length '^y knife HSddo 550 I v> -'bor ■=;;ij'Ki :nt;ieT-i.d 5 :^ uu" cul. hoxscver, untd ' ^vilitCi 
an appropriate lengib of the strand material 5 Ivdb been fed into one of ihe moldii 20" (.sec col. 1 1 . 
lines 54-55 and CoL 10. lines 41-43). Therefore, unlike present invention, Knutsson does not 
disclose mixing chopped fibers, binder material and water together to form a slurry (I.e., tnixture) 
before disposing tlie tnixtui'e (i.e.. slurry) into a mold. Claim 19 has been amended to more 
cieai'ly recue tlu.s distinction. 

In light of the above remarks, it is submitted ihat tlie inveniiotis listed as Cjroups I-V do 
relate to a single general im'entive concept under PCX Rule 13.1, because the claims of Groups i- 
V do recite a special technical feature under PCT Rule 13.2, Accordingly, th=s restricucm 
requirement should be withdrawn and aJl of claim 19-37 examined as amended. 



Applicants have elected Group I with tTaverse« as indicated by the abow remarks. 
Continued prosecution of Ms application is respectfulh requested. The Examiner is invited to 
contact the iinJcrsii:Ked at the indicated telephone number with questions ih&t can be resolved 
with a simple teleconference. 



Conclusion 



Respectfully submitted. 



By:, 



Dale 

K.'t\(.c hikliccfuai Proper!)'' Coin &e! 
3M inno\8t!%'e f^operties. Company 
Facsimile No.; 651-736-3833 



Ilatokt C. Knecht III, Reg. No.- :V\576 
Telephone No.; 651-575-1056 
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